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HE Queries have no Name 
ſet to them; if they are 
not this Author's own, I ſuppoſe 
them the Work of his, penn'd and 
printed with his Approbation, and 
treat them as ſuch ; if I am miſtaken 
in this, the Queriſt muſt take what 
I fay of them to himſelf. 


ſon. Which tho' it may not have thoſe 


is indivifible, and therefore immortal. I 
doubt this 


SOME 
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Shall begin the „** Lin- 
tend to make on ſome Opinions lately 
vented, with a few Reflections on a 
Diſcourſe, not long fince publiſh'd, in 
order to prove the Immortality of the Soul, 
and a Future State, from the Light of Rea- 


dangerous Conſequences with ſome other 


Opinions of the fame Author, which I ſhall 


confider hereafter; yet I think his Notion 
is built upon Miſtakes... 

If I take him right, he reaſons thus: 
Whatſoever thinks, or reaſons, is a Spirit, 


ent will extend beyond 


the Author's Intention, to prove the Brutes 
immortal alſo. 


For whatever Men may fancy in their Stu- 


dies, who are ready to think, that nothing 


can be, that is not agreeable to their Notion 
a little Obſervation of the Brute * 
| A 2 W 


(4) 

will ſhew, that they have Reaſon, and 
draw Conſequences, and act with great 
Cunning in the Purſuit of the Ends for 
which they were defign'd by their Creator : 
To find their Food, to know their Danger, 
to protect and provide for their Young, and 
to be ſerviceable to Man, for his Pleaſure 
or naw + As for Inſtance, If you ſee 
a Man with a Gun, ſeeking Game, going 
very ſoftly, looking over a Hedge, then 
removing to another Place, looking this 
Way 2 that Way; ſometimes going for- 
ward, ſometimes back ward; no one would 
deny that this Man acts upon Reaſon. And 
all chis you may ſee in a ſetting Dog ; and 
that he acts, not by Neceſſity of Nature, 
bur by Thought and much Cunning, and 
Caution too. Now, when the very ſame 
appears in this Brute, that we call Reaſon 
in Man, Why ſhalt we not give it the 
Term of Reafon? unleſs it is, becauſe wiſe 
Philoſophers fay, that Man only is a ra- 
tional Creature. 
Mb this Author ad- 
which he builds the Proof 
er 
or Tndiſcerpribiliey ( as he phrafeth it) we 
know very little of Spirits, as to Ars 
Subſtance; and therefore can but reaſon a- 
bout them, as a blind Man about Colours. 
Whatever Imagination ſtudious Men may 


have of Spirits, ** 


(5) 


'Fhoughts, I believe, none of the Vulgar, 


either Christian or Heathen, ever built their 


Hopes of Immortality upon this, that their 
Souls were indiviſible, fry would not fall 
in Pieces, as their Bodies will, after a ſnort 
Time; or, that the Soul was indiſcerptible, 
and could not be pull'd in Pieces by little 
Bits one after another. If any Man ſhould 
imagine, that God had made a lower Sort 
of Spirits to be the Souls of Brutes, which 
ſhould die with their Bodies; as he could 
not prove his Aſſertion to be true, ſolknow 
not what would prove it to be falſe. 
Bur it will be ſaid, that ſuch Notions will 
deſtroy all the Proof of the Immortality of 
human Souls from the Light of Nature. 
There is no ſuch Conſequence to be fear'd, 
becauſe we ſee that in Man, of which we 
have not the leaſt Footſtep in Brutes, that 
is, a Senſe of moral Good and Evil; a Law 
written in the Hearts of all Men, Rom. ii. 
a Conſcience that accuſes or excuſes, and 
puts Men in mind of God's judgment. 
All Men have this Notion of God, that 


he is Juſt and Righteous, and loves good 


Men, and hates Wickedneſs, and will puniſh 
not 


only groſs Sins that are committed in 
the Sight of Men, but ſecret Sins; nay e- 
ven wicked Purpoſes, tho' never accom- 
plwGilſhed, as you fee AFs xxviii The Hea- 

then 8 that Vengeance would fol- 
low a Murtherer, and overtake him fome 
Time 


(6) 
Time or other. The very Poets tells us of 


Laſhes of Conſcience; and that Conſcience 
fears God's Vengeance, and ſuppoſes the very 


Thought of Wickedneſs to be criminal. 


Now, when they ſaw Sin to be triumphant 
in this World, good Men loaden with Af- 
flictions, and many times falling as a Prey 
to the worſt of Men, this carried their 
Thoughts to the Belief of another Place 
and Time, when God would ſhew himſelf 
a righteous Judge. This was that which 
comforted Socrates when he was dying by 


Degrees of the Poiſon that was given him 


by the State. He tells you again and again, 
that he was not certain that this Opinion 
vas true. (They did feel after God, if ha 
ly they might find him.) But however, 
had ſuch a Perſuaſion of it, as took away 
from him the Fears of Death. And hs 


_ Apoſtle, I think, reaſons the ſame Way, 


2 Thef. i. 6. It is a righteous thing with God 
to recompenſe tribulation to them that trouble 
you, &c. 
brought to Light by the Goſpel. 

You find, in Tully, that many learned 
Men believed not the Immortality of the 
Soul. And Seneca ſays, that Philoſophers 
did perſuade us to believe a Life after this, 
rather than to prove it. 

We come now to conſider what the ſame 
Author ſays, as to the Caſe of the Heathen, 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of in Nom. i. Bur 

_ before 


be 


But Life and Immortality are 
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ſending his Goſpel to ſo little a Part of the 


&S, 
before we come to Particulars, I am willing 
to enquire, whether it be eaſy to give a 
Reaſon, why ſo much has been preach'd 
and printed of late, to perſuade Men that 
the Condition of the Heathen World is not 
ſo bad as the Apoſtle repreſents it, fince 
we are by no Means to be their Judges, but 
God only? And indeed, their Caſe will nei- 
ther be better nor worſe for our reaſoning 
about it. Do Men think that they can give 
a Reaſon for all- that God does, as to his 
Providence in governing the World ? Such 


as have tried to give a Reaſon of all his 


Ways, have been forc'd to confeſs that 


they know not how to reconcile his uni- 
verſal Love to all his Creatures, as he is 
their Creator, and one that willeth not the 
Death of a Sinner: I ſay, they are at a 
Loſs to reconcile this to his Providence in 


World. Even Limborch here cries out with 


the Apoſtle, How unſearchable are bis Fudg- 


ments, and his Ways paſt finding out! And 
there is a Day of the Declaration of the righte- 
ous Fudgment of Gad. And I find one ſhort 
Sentence of Biſhop Wilkins quiets me more, 
than all that is writ about the Salvation of 
the Heathen, That God bath not told us, 
what be will do with them, and it is Pre- 


ſumption in us to tell him, what be muſt da. I 


can think of no other Reaſon for Men's 
pleading the Caſe of the Heathen, than be- 


cauſe 


Age of Free-Thin | 
plaineſt Scriptures. They may think them- 
ſelves in no Danger, if they are fincere; of 
which we ſhall have oc to fi 
hereafter. 

Our Author tells you, he 7 be the 
Heathens Advocate, and 
cuſe them that are deepeſt funk i k 
provided they be not ſcandalouſly vicious. 
(p. 183.) And what then ſhall we ſay to his 
Profeflion of Friendſhip to Revelation and 


Reaſon, as in his Book of Queries lately 
 publiſh'd? 
taught immediately from the 


Paul was 
Mouth of Chrift, and had the Spirit of God 

to lead him into all Truth; yet he muſt 
come under the Correction of our rational 
Divines. For if Paul fays, the Heathen are 
 worthout excuſe, yet they tell us they can 
make Excuſes 4 them. Indeed I have 
heard, they aq another Tranſlation 
of the Bible. en it comes, I wiſh they 
r Marginal Notes, 
to acquaint us, when the Ap is to be 
beliex d, and when not. For if it be cer- 
tain he is miſtaken in one Thing, he may 
in many more ; and accordingly muſt not be 
look d upon as infallible. And is this the Uic 
of Reaſon in Religion, co exalr it againſt the 


Scriptures, which holy Men of God wrote 


by che Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt ? 


(9) 


| Sorinins was 2 great Reaſoner, and he tells 
us, he did not believe a Thing, becauſe he 


found it in the Scriptures bur firſt conſulted, 


whether the Thing was agreeable to his Rea- 
fon, and then bekeved what was written, o- 


therwiſe not. So we find he could not believe 
that Chriſt died as. a Sacrifice of Aronement, 
and bore our Sins: And therefore he takes a 


great deal of pains to elude all thoſe Scrip- 
tures, that ſpeak ſo plainly of this important 
Article of our Faith, and Foundation of our 
Hope 
that Chriſt had any Being before his Concep- 
tion in the Virgin's Womb; ſo that he ex- 
pounds the firſt of Jahn, which ſpeaks of 
Chriſt's Eternity, and creating of all Things, to 
de meant of his ſetting up the Goſpel- Church: 
And was ſo fond of it, as to think he received 
this Expoſition by Inſpiration. 


copy after him, who endeavour to interpret 


_ eſtabliſh their own Notions, which they call 
Reaſon and Philoſophy? You ſee there are 
fome, that come up pretty near to his Way 
of uſing the holy Scriptures. 

But to come to our Author's Comment on 
the firſt Chapter to the Romans. He begins 
with telling us, that the Apoſtle muſt not be 
underſtood to ſpeak of all the Heathens 
without Exception, notof the Age of Abra- 


liv'd in: When Ican fee no manner of Ex- 
. to be made, but they were all Ido- 


towards God. He. could not believe 


And do not many of our rational Diviaes 


away the plaineſt Places of Scripture, to - 


ham and Lot, but of the Times he himſelf 


B laters. 
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Grace, when Men were fallen into {6 


ly to oppo 


(who, I rake i it, is of chat 


(10) 
laters. Athens, the School of the Philoſophers, 
that profeſs'd themſelves wiſe, was wholly 
given to Idolatry. The Galatians did ſervice 
unto them, who by Nature were no Gods. 
The Theſſalonians were but juſt converted 
from Idols to ferve the living and true God ; 

ſo that it is plain, all che Heathens we read of 


in the New Teftament were groſs Idolaters. 


But our Author makes light of this, who 
diſtinguiſhes Idolatry into abominable Idola- 
try, and excuſable Idolatry, as we ſhall fee 
anon; whereas St. Paul has no Reſerve for 


any of the Heathen at all, and repreſents their 
Caſe as very 


deplorable, Rom. i. 20, 21. But 
he forgot himſelf too, for afterwards he 
gives you this Account of them himſelf, pag. 
167. That there was need of extraordinary 
deplora- 
ble a Condition, thro' tbeir own mexcuſable A- 
buſe f thoſe Means and ties, which 
God had given em to know and do bis Will. 


And then one would think they were with- 
out Excuſe in their deplora 


ble Condition. 80 
that we ſee, when Men's Thoughts do cool, 


and abate of their Warmth in defending their 


darling Opinions, the Truth appears. 
So, it is ordinary for ſome Men vehement- 
ſe the Doctrine of Childrens ſuf- 


fering for their Parents Sin. Yet our Author 
Opinion) tells you, 
(pag. 148.) that it pleas'd God fo to order 
Things, that the Branches ſhould partake 
of the good or evil Qualities of the Stock; 

and ſo one —_——_—__ — . | 
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other reſtor'd it. Men can forget themſelves 
ſometimes, and then the Truth breaks our. 


But we come to ſpeak of the particular 
Excuſes he makes for the Heathen, pag. 182. 
There might be ſome that went to the Idols 


emples, the only Places of publick Worſhip, 


to avoid the — of Atheiſm and Irre- 


higion, not partaking any otherwiſe than by their 
bare Preſence in what was done there. 

Now, tho' a Man doth not worſhip with 
Idolaters, yet his bare Preſence at their Wor- 
ſhip, as it has a Tendency to confirm Men 
in Idolatry, appears to me to be a Sin; and 

a good Man is bound, I think, to bear a 
Teſtimony againſt Idolatry, and not be a- 


ſnam d to appear for the Worſhip of the 


one and true God. 

But our Author tells us, pag. 18 3. That he 

fees no reaſon why we may not have Charity 

[thenk well of their Caſe) as to thoſe that were 

funk deeper into Idolatry, provided they were 
honeſt minded. He tells you therefore, pag. 


184. ſpeaking of abominable Idolatry, that 
that was ſuch Idolatry as was attended with 


all manner of Lewdneſs, Cruelty and Exceſs of 
Riot; and this he allows to be inexcuſable. 


But the Idola 


try, in which Men were honeſt 
minded (that is fincere in what they did) was 


excuſable Idolatry. Which ſounds, as if Ido- 
latry in 


ſuch was a very ſmall Sin. 


was ſo by the Heathens debaſing 
and changing the Glory of God, in making 
33 ha therefor he gue hem 
P _n_ 


But Paul teaches the contrary ; that God 


© 8 — 1 * "Op 4 
- —— — — 


5 did, he can excuſe them. What therefore 


killing his Saints? And ſuch a Sincerity may 
Men have, chat are given up by God to ſtrong 


EW I 


over to all their unnatural Luſts and vile 
Aﬀections, without any Reftraint ; ſo that 
indeed their Lewdneſs was a Puniſhment of 
their Idolatry. Whereas our Author thinks, 


if they were honeſt and ſincere in what they 


do Men mean by Sincerity? A Man may be 


ſaid to act fincerely, when he acts according 
to his preſent Thoughts, tho he might, and 
ought to know better. 


And will this excuſe Men? This the A- 


poſtle tells you was the Caſe of the Hea- 


then; and therefore they were without all 
Excuſe, becauſe they might have known 


God's eternal Power and God- head by the 


Works of Creation; and then they might 
have conſider d, there was no Likeneſs to 
be made of kilns, | 


Again let me aſk; Will ſuch Sincerity EX+ 
cuſe them that chought they did God ſervice by 


Deluſions, to believe a Lie. If ſuch Sincerity 
will excuſe a Man, it is comfortable Doctrine 
for the Deiſts, who will tell you, how fin- 


cere they are in their Unbelief. And accord- 
ing to theſe Men, Paul's Caſe was as good 


before his Converſion, as it was afterward; 
for he verily thought he ought to do as he 
did. Vet he tells us, it was abundant Grace 
that pardon'd him, and that Chriſt made 
him an Example of his Goodneſs to en- 
courage other heinous Sinners to Repen- 


Therefore 


tance, 1 Tim. i. 


(18) 
Therefore this kind of Sincerity will ex- 
cuſe no one. The Sincerity of a Servant to 
a Maſter muſt be prov'd by his Care to know 
his Maſter's Will; and this Sincerity the A- 
poſtle tells you, the Heathen had not. For by 
the viſible World, might have known 
God's eternal Power and God-head, and that 
the Creator of all Things could never be like 
to the Things created by him. They likewiſe 
held the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, and liked 
not to retain God in their Knowledge; which 
the Apoſtle ſays, render d them inexcuſable: 
Tho' our Author is more knowing, and can 
make Excuſes for them. 
We come now to conſider, what the * 
Author, in another Book, has deliver d about 
his preaching the Goſpel. He tells you in the 
Sermon preach'd at Taunton, That Chriſt took 
a dogmarical Way in his Teaching, and tho' 
what he taught and what the ſacred Writings, 
by which the Chriſtian Revelation ts convey'd 
down to us contain, is perfectly reaſonable, yet 
there is very little Reaſoning upon it ; for this he 
left to the Expounders of Revelation, who take 
a new Way of preaching, of which we have no 
Example in Chriſt's preaching, p. 19. And fure- 
lvy they think their own a better Way, or elſe 
they might be content to follow him. Whi- 
ther will philoſophical Pride carry Men? All 
that he ſays upon this Head, caſts the greateſt 
Reproach upon Chriſt and his Preaching, Vet 
he had the Fulneis of the Spirit, and came 
into the World to fave Souls from Ignorance 


and Darkneſs, And is our Author wiſer or 


(14) 

more compaſſionate to the Souls of Men 
than he was? Can he do better? Yes, as he 
thinks; for he offers at ſeveral Things roſhew 
the Excellence of his own Way of preach- 
ing, above that which our Saviour took, who 
was the great Prophet of the Church and a 
Teacher come from God. See Pref. to bis Book 
of Queries, pag. 5. where he ſays, The Promiſes 
and Threatnings do not perhaps ſo directly in- 
fluence the Converfion of the Heart to Gad; but 
rather indirecthy, as they work upon our Paſ- 
 frons, and engage us to conſider more ſeriouſly 
and attentively, than we ſhould otherwiſe do, 
the Reaſenableneſs of Religion, and the intrinfick 
Value and native Beauty of Holineſs, &c. But 
this Way of preaching Chrift did nut think 
fit to take, and then who would chiſe to fol- 
low him in his indirect Way of converting 
Souls, while our Author can ſhew a more di- 
rect and ready Way to Heaven, than ever 
Chriſt did. Methinks, he that could make 
ſuch Excuſes for the Heathen, ſhould have 
made ſome Excuſe for Chriſt too. Was it Want 
of Will or Skill, that made him uſe ſuch a 
round about Way? Or, did he reſerve thisBleſ- 
fing for our Author to be a new Light to the 
World, after ſo many hundred Years of Igno- 
rance concerning the beſt Way of preaching 
the Golpel, to convert Souls to God. 
As to his Quotation out of Dr. V. I have 
no great Apprehenfion of that Author's 
Weight or Authority in this Matter. In 
Counterbalance to which, I may mention the 
Opinion of a much greater Man of his own 
Nation, Mr, Halyburton, who tells us o_ 
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Life, that is prefac'd by Dr. Watts, pag. 141. 
T hat one reaſon why the Goſpel is fo unſucceſsful 
at this Day is, becauſe the Simplicity of preach- 
ing is neglected, a due Application of Scripture 
being the beſt preaching, for confirming of which, 
it is remarkable, that God may make uſe of 
the Words of Man in letting us into the Mean- 
ing of it; yet 'tis the very Scripture Word, 
whereby be ordainarily conveys the Comfort or 
Advantage of what ſort ſoever ; tis this Tool 
of God's own framing, that works the Effect. So 
pag. 145. he inveighs againſt preſſing evange- 
lical Doctrines, without an Eve to that which 
is the Spring of the Churches Edification, the 

Spirit of the Lord. Some preſs to Duties ſo, 
that they ſeem to think that that their Rea- 
ſonings are able to inforce a Compliance. 
And in another Place, pag. 199. he faid on 
his Death-bed, O Sirs, I dread mightily that 
à rational Sort of Religion is coming in among 
| us. I will alfo add the Opinion of a very. 
worthy Countryman of our own, Mr. David 
 Soame, in his Sermon on Methods for the re- 
viving Religion, pag. 15. If we wwonld acquit 
our ſelues as Miniſters of the N. Teſtament, and 
manage our Practical Diſcourſes in a way ſuit- 
able to the Goſpel Diſpenſation, we muſt direct 
Men to thoſe A fill ances which are promiſed, and 
to thoſe ammating Motiwes which are propos d 
there, to enable and incline 'em to purify them- 
ſelues from the Pollutions, &c. nothing will 
be done without Divine Influences, and there 
are no Arguments ſo forcible as thoſe which are 
talen from Evangelical Confiderations ; 4 4 
:  FZheſe 


he ſpeaks with very great Concern, that Men 


Pumſbments; without ever explaining the Na- 


ing could contribute nothing at all to the 


( 16 ) 


theſe are omitted, we ſhall treat on moral 


4 with leſs Propriety and Spirit than 
any Heathens have done. And, pag. 3 i. he 


has * Expreſſion, after an earneſt Exhor- | 


tation to Prayer and Faſting, to obtain the 
Preſence of God's Spirit with us; this Holy 
Spirit is all we need to recover the languiſhing 


| Intereſt of Religion, and diffuſe Vigour and 


Beauty thro' our Churches. 
But our Author ſeems to rely upon the 


Dint of Reaſon, in order to convey Religion 


to the Heart. For in pag. 6. of his Queries, 


are taught Religion without ſhewing a rational 
Senſe of Good and Evil. And pag. 7. he com- 
plains that Men are taught what 1s good by 
meer Authority, or Aue of future Rewards and 


ture and Fuſtice of the Commands, which will 
contribute no more to promote a liberal Piety 
and Vertue than Whips and Sugar-Plums. 

Was this Man paſt all bluſhing? Can there 


be a greater Reproach caſt upon Chriſt's 


Preaching than this? That his way of Preach- 


promoting of real Piety. In his Book of the 
Future State, &c. he chimes in-with Dr. Vr, 


pag. 8. Pref. whoſoever ſhews Men the intrinfick 


Beauty of Holineſs, and the Foundation which 


the Commands of the Goſpel have, in the Reaſon 
of Mens Minds, and the Nature of Things; and 
ſoews Chriftianity to be the Reſult of right Reaſon, 
is a better Friend to Chriflianity, then be who 
bath * reſpect to the Evidence of —y 
OW, 


"3 
| Now, what Excuſe can we have for our 
Maſter, who never told us one Word of this? 
But we have another Advantage too by this 
Sort of Preaching ; that we ſhall love and thank 
God more than we ſhould do by Chrifts Way of 
Preaching. For ſuch a Man contemplates God, 
not only as the God of Grace, but as the God 
of Nature, ſpeaking to the univerſal Reaſon 
of Mankind. |" 
I cannot ſee, but according to theſe Mens 
Thoughts we have a greater Happineſs now, 
than thoſe that liv'd in Chriſt's Time; and if 
he was now to preach in his dogmatical Way, 
we ſhould get more by hearing our Author, 
or the famous Dr. f. 
Ho proud do Men grow of their Know- 
ledge, which the leaſt Creature of God will 
confound! And how are they puff d up with 
Philoſophy, and a fleſhly Mind, which our 
Author may think as groſs a Contradiction as 
carnal Reaſon. But we talk after the Apoſtle 
who was no Philoſopher. And if Men can fall 
ſo much in love with themſelves, as to think 
their Way of Preaching more profitable to 
Salvation than Chriſt's; no wonder if they 
contemn ſuch Men, whoſe Sermons and Writ- 
ing God has bleſſed ro the Converſion of fo 
many Souls. I wiſh we could hear of more 
Succeſs from this new-faſhion Preaching. 
The Miniſters of the laſt Age are blam'd 
by ſome, as if by their Strictneſs of Life and 
Doctrine, they prejudic'd Men againſt Religi- 
on; but whenever they come to free Thoughts, 
(to uſe our Author's Words) they are ſecure 
from that Danger. Indeed he ſeem to ſup- 
_ - poſe 
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| poſe what he dares not believe, p. 21. That 
there was a Time when a dogmatical Way 
of Preaching (the Phraſe he gives to Chriſt's 
Preaching) without proving, and a mechanical 
Way of raiſing Men's Paſſions might anſwer 
the great End of Preaching ; for he is ſenfible, 
that was the very Way that Chriſt took. This 
odd Way of Preaching without Reaſoning or 
Proof, it ſeems, may poſſibly anſwer the great 
End of Preaching, tho' not fo well as his Way; 
and that mechanical Men might influence the 
Minds and Paſſions of Men. I thank him for 
that Suppoſition, whether it be his Belief or 
no. What could he expect from Men that had 
the Bible only, when they had no Reaſoning, 
no deep Inſight into Philoſophy, no Acquant- 
ance with ſuch new Lights and great Maſters 
of Reaſon, as Mr. Locke, to teach them this ra- 
tional Way of Preaching. But as Truth will 
out ſomeries at unawares, he cannot deny their 
Preaching to be in ſome Senſe rational too; to 
tell Men that in keeping God's Commands is 
great Reward ; that Wiſdom's Ways are Ways 
of Pleaſantneſs; he that finneth wrongeth his 
own Soul. This was what thoſe mechanical 
Men preach'd, which our Author is ſo good 
as to ſuppoſe, might anſwer the great End of 
Preaching, the ſaving of Mens Souls; tho' in all 
theſe Places there is not a Word of the Nature 
of Things nor their Agreeableneſs to univer- 

ſal Reaſon. | 
If the Miniſters, whom God honour'd with 
ſuch Succeſs, are treated with ſo much Scorn, 
what muſt privateChriſtians look for who take 
care to breed up their Children in the — 
2 


7 


and Admonition of the Lord. I appeal to the 
Author's own Experience, whether they de- 
ſerv d the Diſgrace that he and Dr. t have 
caſt upon em. For I my ſelf knew this Author's 
Parents, deſervedly to have had a great Repu- 
tation for Piety, and therefore muſt be ſuppos'd 
to have taught their Children the Principles of 
Religion, and ſhewn 'em the Scriptures from 
whence they were gather'd. No doubt, they 
told em, theſe Commandments were no other 
than the Commandments of the greatGod, who 
had promis'd all Bleſſings to the Obedient, and 


threaten'd a Hell to the Diſobedient and Rebel! 


lious. Was this the Way only to amaze their 
Children (the Word which he uſes for mechani- 
cal Preachers) was it to make them afraid, 
where no Fear was, as Nurſes fright their Chil- 
dren with the Black-man, or Bloady-bones? They 
were indeed no Philoſophers, but they thought 
it the higheſt Reaſon that Men ſhould obey 
his Commands, who after he had killed, was 


able to deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell- fire. 


But the wiſe Doctor ſays, this is to pleaſe Chil- 
dren with Sugar-Plums, and to fright em with 
Whips, and not likely to do any Good, becauſe 
they did not form their Minds to a rational 
Senſe of Good and Evil, or give 'em a Taſte 
and Reliſh for Virtue. . 
This, indeed, I believe, the Author's Parents 
might not do any farther than the Divine Word 
directed em. For this new Light is ſprung up 
ſince; and Men believ'd in their Days, that the 
Scriptures were able to make them wiſe to 
Salvation. 


| Bat doth our Dogtr ſee that in this Language 
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he reproach'd Chriſt, who taught by Precepts, 
Promiſes and Threatnings, without ſhewing 

the Nature of Good and Evil, in what they call 
a rational Way ? Wo to our Saviour when he 
falls into Hands of Philoſophers and rational 
Divines! His Enemies in his Life-time call'd 
him a Madman;-and what do thefe Men call 
him, when they tell us, he uſed a Method in 
Preaching, fit only to pleaſe Children and 
fright Fools? But the Doctor aſks, whether th's 
was the Way that So/omon meant, when he ſaid, 
Train up a Child in the Way, &c? Yes ſurely, 
the very Way, as a little Acquaintance with the 
Proverbs will convince us. Solomon ſays, his 
Father taught him to get Wiſdom and Un- 
derſtanding; and his Father tells you, that he 
got this Wiſdom that is better than Rubies out 
of the Bible. Thro' thy Precepts I get under- 
landing, Pl. cxix. I have more under/landing 
than all my Teachers, becauſe I keep thy Pre- 
cepts. And by the Scriptures he learnt that Fear 
of God, which he ſays, is the Beginning or the 
chief of all Wiſdom. So that, until Men will 
give us a rational Bible, we will teach our Chil- 
dren as thoſe that fear'd God, did before us. 
Timothy had a very pious Grandmother and 
Mother, and from a Child he learn'd rhe holy 
Scriptures. And God commanded, Deut. vi. that 
his Words ſhould be taught diligently to Chil- 
dren; and there is no Mention of the natural 
Difference of Good and Evil, or to convince 
them of the Reaſonableneſs of the Duties en- 
join d. God ſpeaketh like himſclf, and enforceth 
by his Authority (I am the Lord, and thus faith 
the Lord) by Promiſes to the a * 
| | urſes 
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Curſes to the Diſobedient; though theſe are 
Sugar-Plums and Whips to Philoſophers, who 
imagine they have a better Way to give Men 
a true Reliſh of Piety. 

In the next Place our Author tells you (Que- - 
ries, p. 2 1.) that we ſhould have Reſpect to the 
Genius of the Age, and its Defire of rational 

Knowledge and free Enquiry. And this Taſte 
for Enquiries I ſhall ſhew is to ſet up their own 
Imaginations, tho never ſo contrary to the 

plaineſt Scriptures. Our Saviour took not this 
Way: Hepreach'd the Goſpel to the Poor, and 
the common People heard him gladly. And 
he took no care to pleaſe the Taſte of the 

Free-Thinkers, as indeed you find our Author 
ſeems to complain, that he reaſon'd upon no- 
thing. Paul at Athens did not long tarry at the 
Argument of Reaſon to ſhew the Excelle 
of the Chriſtian Religion, to pleaſe the Taſte 
of the Philoſophers ; but immediately after he 
had boldly reprov'd their Idolatry, he preacheth 
Chriſt and the Reſurrection and the Judgment to 
come, without any rational Proof, tho he had 
the leaſt Succeſs amongſt the rational Philo- 
ſophers. But as to the Taſte of our Age; Ef- 
ſcoptus, a rational Divine, miſled Dr.TUlotſon to 
give a Shock to the Belief of the Eternity of 
Hell Torments ; for he tranſlated him almoſt 
Word for Word. 

But we go much farther ; Mr. }/hi/ton tells 
you in his Memoirs of Dr. C/arke, that this had 
been his Opinion a long time; and that the Tor- 
ments of Hell were not eternal he learnt by his 
Converſation with Sir I/aac Newton and the 
Dr. (greac Philoſophers) that ic was their O- 

pinion 
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Pinion alſo. * At length Dr. Clarke plainly told 
him, that he believ'd moſt learn'd Men were 
of the ſame Mind; notwithſtanding that the 
Scripture tells us fo plainly, of a Worm that 
never dies, and a Fire that is never quench'd ; 


that the Smoke of their Torment aſcendeth up 


for ever and ever. But all this is nothing to ra- 
tional Men, who think it not juſt that God 
ſhould puniſh Sin committed in this World wich 
eternal Miſery. Theſe are the Men that are for 
rational Enquiries, and free Thoughts; and 
ſhall Diſſenters lackey after em? God forbid! 

For by this Means they have laid afide one of 


the great Arguments our Saviour us'd to make 


Men caſt away their beloved Sins, Mar. ix. and 
an Argument that awes good Men as well as 
bad, 1 Cor. ix. leſt when J have preach'd to o- 
thers, I my ſelf ſhould be a Caſt-away. But theſe 
are the Doctrines that give Satisfaction to vici- 
ous Men, who are willing to eat and drink and 
enjoy their Luſts without Reftraint. Heaven 
they cannot have, and they care not for it, for 
they hate Holineſs; but are afraid of being 
ſhur up in everlaſting Fire, with the Devil and 

his Angels: But now our learn'd and free En- 
quirershave pretty well deliver'd them fromthis 


Fear; and Mr.Lockealſo (who is fo much admir'd 


and recommended to Students in Divinity, who 
was above Ordinances and the Worſhip of God) 
has provided alſo for the Comfort of ſuch Chriſ- 
tians as he was, by expounding the Threatning, 
T hou ſhalt ſurely die (as is mentioned by our Au- 
®* Whoſe Sermons are in ſuch vogue, and who has taken pains, 
in print, to ſhow you how to play the Hypocrite with God and 
Man, by ſub(cribing to what you don't believe ; but there's no 

Danger if there be no Hell. Þ 
or 
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thor without blaming him) that the Wicked 
ſhould afrer Death have no Senſe, no nor Being. 
This is the Annotator, whoſe Books are fo much 
admir'd and celebrated, a rare Light and Guide 
to Diſſenting Candidates and young Divines: But 
this is welcome Doctrine; for when Men are got 
clear of the Dread of everlaſting Torments, they 
will be eaſy to entertain ſtrange Doctrines, and 
be weary of ſtriving to enter in at the ſtrait 
Gate, and find out an eafier Religion, when 
there remains no Fear of Hell after Death. 
An Inſtance of this we have in the Hiſtory of 
the late K. of Sweden, who fell into Acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Leibnitz in the Courſe of his Ger- 
man Conqueſts, and had many Conferences with 
him. After which Time it was obſerv'd he grew 
very cold in Religion, and indifferent to che Du- 
ties of it, whereas before he had moſt regularly 
kept up Prayer and other Parts of Religion, 
like Guſtavus Adolpbus; but this was ſome of 
the Fruit of a great Genius, that lov'd Reaſon 
and free Enquiries. Of this Philoſopher Leib- 
nitz, we read in M biſton's Life of Dr. Clarie, 
that he was a great Reaſoner, but was over 
reaſon' d, he ſays, by Dr. Clarke ; which Sir Iſaac 
Newton would ſay, coſt him his Life. 
But to go farther wich our Author, he gives 
you more of Mr. Locke's Thoughts, p. 109. that 
theLife of Man is wholly extinguiſh'd by Death, 
from God's Threatning before the Fall, and re- 
kindled again at the Reſurrection, and then loſt 
a ſecond Time for ever, that they have no 
Life or Senſe who do not believe the Goſpel. Is 
not this great Comfort to wicked Men, if they 
can be but once perſuaded that there ſhall be 

| no 
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bo rette Suffrings remaining for is 
World to come ? 

By theſe Paſſages you may gueſs how lietle 
Satiafation it muſt be to them that examine 
Candidates for the Miniſtry, to have their Con- 

feſſion only in Scripture Words. Sinee they 
may tell us that they believe all the 
and recite all theſe Places that ſpeak of an . 
ternal Hell, and yet be perſuaded of no ſuch 
Thing: o they may do in other Articles 
of Reli So that when the Candidates cry 
out ſo much upon Impoſitions, when defir'd 
to give their Senſe of Scripture, there is Rea- 
ſon to fear how far they are gone among rati- 
onal and philoſophical Divines and Free- 
Thinkers ; who believe the Word of God juſt 
ſo far as they like it, and uſe Socinus's Way 
of interpreting it, 

And now I can call God to record upon my 
Soul, that 1 wrote not this out of Envy to any 
ones Reputation, or for Intereſt of any Kind. 
But who can be filent to fee the Way that our 
Lord took in preaching vilify'd, and when Men 

are come to think, they can ſucceed better by 
Fandies of their own, which they call Philo- 
ſophy? Tmoes MinISTERs WILL REMEM- 
BER, THAT THE OCRIPTURES ARE PROPIT- 
ABLE FOR INSTRUCTION, &c. TO MAKE THE 
Man or Gop PeRFEcT, and will faichfyl- 
I preach ibem, inſtead of making Harangues 
upon Virtue; and their Hearers al{6 will re- 
member, that they are not to feceive- ſpiritual 
Advantage by Words of Man's Wiſdom, but 
it 1 i= Gott ; Word that is the appointed Means 
5 0 fare their Souls. F 
8 n © 1 2 I 8. 
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